
Before t h e  Board of  Zoning Adjustment ,  D. C. 

App1ica. t ion No. 11979 of Riggs Na.tiona1 Ba.nk, pu r suan t  t o  S e c t i o n  
8207.2 of  t h e  Zoning Regula . t ions f o r  a. specia .1  exception t o  permit  
a. pa.rking l o t  f o r  t h e  ba.nk customers ,  i n  t h e  SP Zone a.s provided 
by S e c t i o n  4101.41 of t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  a . t  t h e  premises  1509-1513- 
20 th  S t r e e t ,  N .  W . ,  L o t s  809,29,28, Square 113. 

HEARING DATE: September 17, 1975 
DECISION DATE: September 30, 1975 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. The s n b j e c t  pa rk ing  l o t  i s  1oca.ted i n  t h e  SP Zone a.nd 
p rov ides  pa.rking o n l y  f o r  t h e  customers o f  t h e  bank l o c a t e d  a . t  
1913 Ma.ssachuset ts  Avenue, N.W.  

2. The l o t  conta . in ing  2 8  pa rk ing  spa.ces has  e x i s t e d  s i n c e  
1953 pur suan t  t o  BZA Order  N o s .  6966 and 8292 and t h e  C e r t i f i c a . t e  
of  Occupancy expiked August 18, 1975. 

3 .  The l o t  i s  open from 9:00 a..m. th rough 3 : O O  p .m.  on 
M0nda.y through Frida.y a.nd from 4:30p.m. through 6:OOp.m. on Fr iday .  
There i s  a.n a . t tenda.nt  on du ty  a . t  a l l  t i m e s  when t h e  l o t  is  open. 

4 .  T h e  area.  sur rounding  t h e  s u b j e c t  pa.rking l o t  i s  s i g n i f i c a . n t l y  
commercial a.nd i n s t i t u t i o n a . 1  i n  cha.ra .c ter .  

5. There a r e  no o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e s  e r e c t e d  on the  pa rk ing  l o t  
o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  a . t t enda .n t ' s  s h e l t e r  and t h e  l i g h t i n g  i s  ca.pped so 
a.s t o  be d i r e c t e d  towa,rd t h e  s u r f a c e  of the l o t .  

6. The r e p o r t  o f  t h e  Department of  Highwa.ys a,nd T r a . f f i c  
d a t e d  June  17, 1975, o f f e r e d  no objection t o  t h e  app l i ca . t i on .  

7. There is  no o p p o s i t i o n  of  r e c o r d  t o  the  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

8. The r e c o r d  i n d i c a t e s  a l e t te r  of suppor t  from an  occupant  
of a ne ighbor ing  b u i l d i n g  speaking  a l s o  f o r  t h e  owner. The suppor t  
w a s  p r e d i c a t e d  upon t h e  heavy l o c a l  and through t r a f f i c  fo rced  
upon t h e  a r e a  and t h e  t o t a l  inadequacy of parking f o r  t h e  needs 
of  local commerce. A d d i t i o n a l  bank t r a f f i c  s t o p p i n g  and double-  
p a r k i n g  on the streets w a s  c i t e d  a s  a f u r t h e r  aggrava t ion  of  the  
e x i s t i n g  t r a f f i c  conges t ion  having a d e t r i m e n t a l  e f f e c t  on t h e  
neighborhood. The s t a t emen t  a l s o  emphasized t h a t  the  lot i s  w e l l  
main ta ined  and screened. I t  i s  a l s o  kept chained dur ing  non-business 
hours  and is cons idered  a &a luablermeighborhood convenience.  
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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

Based upon t h e  above f i n d i n g s  of  f a c t  and t h e  ev idence  of  
r eco rd  t h e  Board f i n d s  tha . t  t h e  s u b j e c t  pa.rking l o t  i s  1oca.ted 
so a s  it is  no t  l i k e l y  t o  become ob jec t iona .b l e  t o  nea.rby o r  
a d j o i n i n g  p r o p e r t y  because  of  n o i s e ,  t r a . f f i c ,  o r  o t h e r  ob jec t iona ,b l e  
c o n d i t i o n s .  The l o t  complies w i t h  p r e v i o u s  BZA Orders  and 
A r t i c l e  74 of t h e  Zoning Regula t ions .  The l o t  i s  sma.11 i n  s i z e  
and t h e  f e w  number of au tomobi les  a.ccomodated w i l l  c r e a . t e  no 
o b j e c t i o n a b l e  n o i s e  o r  t r a f f i c  c o n d i t i o n s .  The sur rounding  area,  
conta . ins  b o t h  commercial a.nd i n s t i t u t i o n a . 1  u s e s  so t h e r e  will be no 
adve r se  a f f e c t  by the l o t  upon t h e  p r e s e n t  cha . r ac t e r  o r  f u t u r e  
development of  t h e  neighborhood. The Boa.rd i s  of t h e  op in ion  
tha . t  t h e  spec ia .1  excep t ion  f o r  u s e  of  the  pa.rking l o t  i s  i n  harmony 
w i t h  t h e  genera.1 i n t e n t  of  the  Zoning R e g u k t i o n s  a.nd w i l l  no t  
t e n d  t o  a d v e r s e l y  a . f f e c t  the  u s e  of  ne ighbor ing  p rope r ty .  

ORDERED 

I t  is hereby o rde red  t h a t  t h e  above a p p l i c a t i o n  be CONDITIONALLY 
GRANTED f o r  a THREE ( 3 )  YEAR p e r i o d  a.s fo l lows:  

a,. P e r m i l  s h a . l l  be i s s u e d  f o r  a. p e r i o d  of  t h r e e  ( 3 )  yea.rs  
b u t  s h a l l  be s u b j e c t  t o  renewal  i n  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  of the Board 
upon t h e  f i l i n g  of a new a.ppea.1 i n  t h e  manner p r e s c r i b e d  by 
t h e  Zoning Regula . t ions.  

b. A l l  a . reas  devoted t o  dr iveways,  a c c e s s  l a n e s  a.nd pa rk ing  
a.reas sha.11 be ma.intained w i t h  a. paving of  ma.teria.1 forming a n  
a.11 wea.ther impervious surfa .ce .  

c. An e i g h t  (8) inch coping  s h a . l l  be e r e c t e d  a.nd ma.inta.ined 
a , long ea.ch s i d e  of  a.11 dr iveways t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  p u b l i c  spa.ce. 

d .  Bumper stops sha.11 be e r e c t e d  and ma.inta,ined f o r  t h e  
p r o t e c t i o n  of a . l l  a .d jo in ing  b u i l d i n g s .  

e. N o  v e h i c l e  o r  a.ny pa . r t  t h e r e o f  s h a . l l  be p e r m i t t e d  t o  
project over  any l o t  o r  b u i l d i n g  l i n e  o r  on or  ove r  t h e  p u b l i c  spa.ce. 

f .  A l l  pa . r t s  of t h e  lot sha.11 be k e p t  f r e e  of  r e f u s e  or 
d e b r i s  a.nd s h a . l l  be pa.ved o r  1a.ndscaped. La.ndsca.ping sha.11 be 
ma, intained i n  a. h e a l t h y  growing c o n d i t i o n  a.nd i n  a nea.t and 
o r d e r l y  a.ppearance.  La.ndsca.ping p h n s  must be a.pproved by t h e  
Depa,rtment of Tra .nspor ta t ion .  
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g .  N o  o t h e r  u s e  s h a l l  be conducted from o r  upon t h e  premises 
and no s t r u c t u r e  o t h e r  t h a n  a n  a . t t e n d a . n t ' s  shelter s h a l l  be e r e c t e d  
or  used upon t h e  premises u n l e s s  such  u s e  o r  s t r u c t u r e  i s  o t h e r w i s e  
p e r m i t t e d  i n  t h e  zoning  d i s t r i c t  i n  which the p a r k i n g  l o t  i s  1oca.ted. 

h. Any l i g h t i n g  used  t o  i l l u m i n a t e  t h e  pa , rk ing  l o t  o r  i t s  
a .ccessory  b u i l d i n g  s h a . l l  be so  a.rra.nged t h a . t  a . l l  d i rec t  rays of  
such  l i g h t i n g  a r e  c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  su r fa . ce  o f  t h e  pa.rking l o t .  

T h e  Board r e s e r v e s  the  r igh t  t o  d i rec t  r evoca . t i on  of t h e  
Occupancy P e r m i t  upon a p rope r - showing  t h a t  a.ny t e r m s  o r  c o n d i t i o n s  
of t h i s  Order  have  been  v i o l a . t e d .  

VOTE 

5-0 

BY ORDER OF THE D.  C.  BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

7 

ATTESTED By: A?L k2.L 
f   JAMES E.  MILLER 
Secretary t o  t h e  Board 

F I N A L  DATE OF ORDER: / /C / . i ' L  

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD IS  VALID FOR A PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS ONLY 
UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR OCCUPANCY PERMIT I S  F I L E D  
WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT WITHIN A 
PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF T H I S  ORDER. 


